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2
. Although the focus of the survey was to collect information on the felid community found in the reserve, incidental information on rare species from other taxonomic groups encountered was also documented.
We further conducted extensive literature searches for our target species, focusing on taxonomic descriptions, distribution, habitat preferences, and potential threats. This yielded limited information, indicating paucity of data for the two species. Based on the information obtained, we used GeoCat (Geospatial Conservation Assessment Tool; Bachman et al. 2011) to assess the extent of occurrence (EOO) and the area of occupancy (AOO) for the species, and generate maps for the same. This information, along with secondary inputs on potential conservation threats to the species were used to conduct a conservation assessment. Information on taxonomy and ecology of the species is also presented in this work. Due to rarity of the species, no voucher specimens were collected. However, detailed photographs of the plants were taken to help ascertain their taxonomic identities. Distribution: Globba L. was originally described from India with three species (Linné, 1771: 170) . The present distribution of the genus spans across the tropical and subtropical parts of Asia, extending to northeastern Australia, constituted by 102 species, 15 varieties and five subspecies. Of these at least seven species are found in India (Govaerts et al. 2017) . Diversity and description (from Roxburgh, 1820). Panicles radical, erect, oblong, and range from 20-30 cm high. They are composed of many diverging, simple, lengthening branches with every part including the bract of a pretty light azure colour. Bracts are ovaloblong, concave with a larger one under each branch of the panicle, and one to each flower. Flowers are numerous and produced in a continued succession for several weeks on the same panicle. Perianth is superior, widening towards its three-toothed mouth. Corolla tube is long, slender, curved and villous. Border three-lobed; lobes nearly equal and equally arranged, with oblong and concave shapes. Lip cuneate, deeply two-parted but less than that found in G. subulata, much larger than the divisions of the exterior border, deep orange yellow, forming a pretty contrast with lively purple of every other part of the panicle. Filament long, slender, recurved, and as in the genus; near the base, instead of an inner border to the corolla, there is a spathulate, diverging wing on each side. Its specific name is taken from its shape, which readily allows distinguishing this species from G. subulata, which greatly resembles this species when in flower. The anther has semilunar wing on each side. Germ one-celled, containing many ovules, attached to three parietal receptacles.
Enumeration of genus and species

Globba spathulata
Flowering period: Early April
Distribution: Eastern Himalayas to Myanmar (Govaerts et al. 2017) . Notes: Popularly G. spathulata is also called the "Dancing Girl" flower since its yellow colored corolla resembles a skirt, while the staminoids look like two arms. The species flowers for a short period during the monsoon, following which the rhizhomes become dormant and make it difficult to locate the plant.
In April 2014, the species was photographed at an . Several recent publications have focused on the rarity of G. spathulata, and the need for ex situ conservation interventions for the species (Tandon et al. 2007; Bhowmik et al. 2010; Bhowmik et al. 2011 ).
However, based on literature and repository searches, the species in recent times has been reported from areas beyond Mizoram, and hence its distribution may be more widespread than presently believed. is now known to be heavily polluted (Islam et al. 2016 ), hence rendering a serious threat to any flora growing along its banks. Plants at the two localities at Lunglei and Kolasib districts face threats due to frequent landslides, forest fires, deforestation, shifting cultivation, and habitat degradation due to presence of road building activities (De & Reang 2016) . The newly discovered population of this species in this publication, from Dampa TR, although relatively secure because of its location in a protected area, may still be susceptible to threats imposed by intrusive management practices such as habitat modification through controlled burning to facilitate growth of grasses for wild ungulates.
The existing information on the species accounts for less than 20 mature individuals in the wild. However, recognizing that this may be an outcome of limited survey effort, we speculate the number of mature individuals at all sites collectively to be more than 20 but less than 500. Further, based on our existing knowledge of the species, we also predict a decline in population size due to habitat degradation. Hence, based on IUCN King & Pantling 1895 -1896 . Herbaceous, rhizome 30 to 45 cm long, branching, sparsely clothed with short fibres. Leafy stems which are distinct from the flowering ones and produced post flowering, 38-50 cm long; leaves are ovate-lanceolate, tapering to each end, sheathing at the base, 15-35 cm inch long and 5-11 cm broad. Flowering stem stout, 1.3-20 cm long, leafless, but with 4 to 6 blunt spathaceous bracts. Flowers spicate. Calyx tubular, pubescent, membraneous, with three short sub-equal sub-acute lobes shorter than the corolla-tube. Corolla in two whorls of three each with the outer whorl pinkish, with a dorsal ovate segment and two lateral shorter and narrower segments, all sub-acute. Inner whorl is yellowish, shorter than the outer, the two lateral segments broad, obovate, emarginated, the middle lobe rhomboidal, concave with a central thick ridge from base to apex; at the base a transverse recurved process, and at the side of the There is an inferred decline in the population size of the species due to habitat degradation. Based on IUCN Categories and Criteria (IUCN 2014) this species can hence be assessed as Vulnerable [VU C2a(i) ; D1].
Conservation Implication
With 86% of its geographical area under forest cover, Mizoram supports the largest forested area for any state in India (State of Forest Report 2017). This region is also a part of the Indo-Burma Biodiversity Hotspot (Myers et al. 2000) and is located within the Eastern Himalayan Endemic Bird Area (Stattersfield et al. 1998) . Despite its ecological significance and vast forest cover, it has been poorly surveyed for biodiversity, as evinced by the range extensions for G. spathulata and H. pantlingii reported in this study.
The state supports a small network of protected areas which in times of increasing anthropogenic pressures and changing land-use patterns, urgently requires inventorying biodiversity in order to make appropriate conservation decisions. Also, with large areas being converted to oil-palm monocultures (Mandal & Raman 2016) , it is important to extend the coverage of protection within the state while ensuring that habitat management practices in protected areas do not compromise survival of rare native floral species. www.threatenedtaxa.org
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